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 1.
Introduction: Maison de l’Inde, its origin and mission (1):
Maison de l’Inde is more than just a residence for academic scholars. It serves as a symbol of India in one of the greatest centres of the world. The Maison de l’Inde (India House) is a part of the ‘Cité internationale universitaire de Paris’ (CIUP, International University City of Paris, also called Cité U) located in the calm and beautiful southern part of Paris. The CIUP has thirty seven such houses in two categories. The houses in the first category are called ‘rattachées’ (attached) which are administered and maintained by the Council of the CIUP with limited amount of autonomy depending upon the contribution of the respective countries. The houses in the second category are called ‘non-rattachées’ (non-attached) which are completely autonomous while respectful of the rules and regulations of the CIUP and the Government of France. The countries which have built such houses pay grants/subsidies for their maintenance and renovations. There are fourteen attached houses and twenty three non attached houses. The Maison de l’Inde is in the non-attached category.
The CIUP was set up in 1925 with the objectives of promoting institutional relationship with the different countries, providing accommodation to students, researchers, visiting professors and cultural representatives of foreign countries at a modest price and at the best possible living conditions, creating an international atmosphere in the CIUP (there are about 5500 residents from 130 countries on the campus), promoting  intercultural dialogue, respect for  different cultures and practising a ‘culture of peace’. It is dedicated to the ideal of the unity in diversity of mankind, to making the residents aware of the richness of the cultures of the world and of the need for intercultural appreciation and understanding.
The Government of India found an excellent opportunity to meet its own aspirations of academic co-operation and expose its cultural heritage to the international community of the CIUP. It approached the French authorities to build the Maison de l’Inde with the following missions:
___________________________________________________________________________ 
(1) Those who have read earlier reports may skip this section and go straight to the section on « Activities » on page 3. 
(1) To provide modest but reasonably comfortable accommodation to its academic and cultural scholars in company with their foreign counterparts
(2) To expose to the international community its spiritual and secular values
(3) To create an awareness among the international community of its own cultural riches
(4) To promote international solidarity and understanding and finally 
(5) To work closely with the ideals of the Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris (CIUP) based on the principles of equity, justice, fraternity and freedom, the pillars of the Constitution of the Republic of India.
 The then Ambassador signed the deed of the gift of the Maison de l’Inde to the University of Paris on 17 June, 1960. The late Professor Humayun Kabir, the then Minister of Scientific Research and Cultural Affairs laid the foundation stone on the same day. The Maison started functioning in 1967 (but officially opened on 6 June, 1968) with 104 single rooms fitted with modest furniture for academic work and simple living and a wash basin (a telephone, a refrigerator (since July, 2000) and internet connection (since April, 2002) were added later). Kitchen (fitted with microwave oven, since April, 2000) with dining facilities (since May, 2002), toilettes and shower facilities are on the hall. There is a meeting hall and some other facilities. There is a block reserved for female scholars. The Maison provides an unfurnished Director’s residence, where the kitchen is equipped. The Director is nominated jointly by the Rector of the Academy of Paris and the President of the National Foundation on the recommendation of the Governing Board of the Maison. The Director is honorary but has a modest indemnity. It was given the status of a non-attached house. It has a Governing Board which is chaired by the Ambassador of India. The house has a great potential for promoting Indian culture and Indo-French co-operation by upgrading the living conditions to attract high level academic, cultural, government and business officials by making minor adjustments in the existing living places. 
The Potential of the Maison

After renovation and some adjustments in the living places (converting some rooms into small studios with shower and toilet), renovating and enriching the library, the computer room and the sport facilities and organising and executing a well designed programme of educational and cultural activities, the Maison de l’Inde can indeed live up to the expectations of the founding fathers as indicated above. During the last five years significant improvements have been achieved in respect of physical facilities (see previous reports and the present one). The highly appreciative efforts of the Cultural Attaché have made the Maison de l’Inde a concrete centre for cultural activities, hence giving a boost to cultural exchange and knowledge. Its location with a well connected network of public transport in the most beautiful city of the world makes its potential much greater. The tramway opened in October, 2006 has made  it more easily connected. 
2.
Activities undertaken since January 2000 to improve the image of the Maison

 Since January, 2000 the new Direction has taken initiatives to promote activities related to Indian culture and philosophy while keeping an eye on improving the security and the living conditions of the resident scholars. The following actions have been undertaken.
(i) The Residents’ Committee, former residents, other individuals and professional agencies in various fields of relevance have been mobilised to work on the welfare of the Maison.
(ii)The meeting hall has been enlarged by taking off the temporary partition. The hall has also been renovated with improved security and new decoration. This can accommodate two hundred people now. 
(iii) A substantial amount of wall space at the lobby and at the Salle India Gandhi has been adapted for exhibitions of paintings 
(iv) An Architect had been engaged to explore the future development of the Maison including its renovation.

(v) The institutions of higher education in Paris region have been contacted for better coordination of the study and residential aspects of the residents’ life.

(vi)  An English booklet has been prepared   to facilitate the residents’ living in Paris, in the Cité and at the Maison de l’Inde. All important announcements including the internal rules of the Maison are now been translated into English. 
(vii) Bilingual receptionists have been appointed during the week ends employing the resident students on an “Earn while you learn scheme”.

(viii) Cable television facilities have been installed separately for Indian and international programmes. This has facilitated their remaining in touch with India

(ix) A hot drink distributing machine has been installed at the basement

(x) A separate computer room has been set up with five computers with free access to internet facilities for a limited time

(xi) Internet facilities have been installed free of charge, in the dining room of each floor for use of those who have personal laptops reducing the pressure on the computer room.

(xii) A well equipped two room apartment for families of senior scholars and a moderately equipped studio for couples have been added on the ground floor and at the basement respectively.  

(xiii) Facilities have been made for playing cricket on campus 

(xiv) 24 hours emergency service has been provided through a resident care taker 

(xv) The Cultural Attaché is making her voluntary services available to the residents for improved social relations and for looking into their personal problems   

(xvi) A website has been created for the Maison . The address is:  www.maisondelinde.com
(xvii) Toilet facilities have been added to the ground floor

(xviii)The luggage room and the archives have been renovated 
(xix) A sculpture with the style of Ratnagiri Buddhist Cave has been installed at the entrance to the residential part of the Maison
(xx) WI FI system for internet which was installed initially through the assistance received from two resident students, Ujjal Chaturvedi and Arnaud Loutrel and the care taker, Jahangeer has now been reinstalled by France Telecom for better professional performance.
(xxi)Resident Bapan Dutta has mounted a background of textile and paper  on the stage of the Salle Indira Gandhi 

The following measures have been taken to improve the security conditions of the residents:

(i) The security conditions of the residents of the first floor (the female block) have  been improved to follow specified norms 
(ii) The receiving station of the electricity has been replaced by a new one to follow newly specified norms

(iii) A fire alarm has been installed for the whole building 

(iv) The roof of the Salle Indira Gandhi has been made leak proof to stop the frequent leakage of water into residents’ rooms
(v) A video camera has been installed at the entrance to control the access of unauthorised visitors to the house
(vi) A magic eye has been installed on the door of each room to allow the residents to check on the identity of their visitors before letting them in 
(vii) The broken glasses facing the principal stair case have been replaced 
(viii) The façade has been renovated to give a better look of the Maison.


  
(ix) The main door of the entrance to the floors has been changed to follow security norms
(x) The windows and doors of all the rooms have been renovated to make them sound and fire proof
(xi) Mechanical ventilation of the building has been completed
(xii) The roof of the building has been made leak proof
(xiii) Security blocks have been installed on each floor
(xiv) The doors of the Salle Indira Gandhi have been replaced to make them fire proof . 
(xv) The lift has been modernised with additional access to the residents of the first floor.
(xvi) The set of keys for the main entry points and all the rooms have been changed.
(xvii) Plan for evacuation of the building in case of fire have been posted on each floor.
(xviii) The basement substation has been rebuilt following security norms.
(xix) Several contracts have been signed with the relevant agencies for maintenance of security of the building following the latest French norms. 
(xx) Some rooms and corridors and all the kitchens have been repainted 
(xxi) One of the television rooms has been renovated
(xxii) The motors regulating the mix of hot and cold water of the bath rooms have been replaced.
3.
Managerial, Cultural and Other Activities undertaken during   April- June, 2007 
Activities at the Maison during the spring quarter from April to June, 2007 followed the usual rhythm as follows. Most important was, of course, the Governing Board Meeting and the co-operation with the Cité Culture of the CIUP in the cultural activities.
3.1 52nd session of the Governing Board Meeting

The meeting was held on 2 May, with Mr Ranjan Mathai , the new Ambassador in the chair. 
Mr Marcel Pochard, President of the Cité Internationale Universitaire de Paris attended the meeting for the first time. Mr Maurice Quenet, the Rector of the Academy of Paris, was represented by Professor Pierre Gregory Vice Chancellor of the Universities of Paris.
Other members present were: Mrs Sylviane Tarsot-Gillery, the Délégué Générale (DG), Mr Jacques Friedmann, Mr K V Bhagirath, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India, Mr Ramesh Mulye, Mr Sakti Barman and Mr Vimal Khosla. The Chairman welcomed all the members present. He had a special note for Mr Marcel Pochard, President of the CIUP and Mr Pierre Gregory, Vice Chancellor of the Universities of Paris for their first visit to the Maison de l’Inde. This was his first meeting as the Chairman of the Board of the Maison de l’Inde. He asserted that the Maison  has a key role to play in Indo-French co-operation which is becoming more and more  important in recent days with an increasing number of academic scholars coming to France. He was pleased to note the role the Maison was playing in meeting the appetite for Indian culture among the French community and the Indian Diaspora in France. He was also pleased to note the improvement the Maison has achieved in its financial management. He was proud to serve as the Chairman of such a distinguished board. Mr Friedmann intervened to welcome the Ambassador to the first meeting as the Chairman of the Board and announced the decoration of the Director as the Chevalier de la Légion d’Honneur by the President of the Republic in his official Decree of 6 April. The Chairman and the members congratulated the Director. The main item on the agenda was the financial report. The Maison continues to remain self-financed not only in respect of operational expenditures but also in providing for capital depreciation costs. The reserve fund for emergency repairs has now exceeded the ceiling fixed by the Board. The savings were possible by increasing the utilisation rate of rooms which ran the risk of getting reduced because of the short-term exchange students, increasing the number of researchers and trainees in priority areas of continuing education. some income-generating activities, reallocating personnel, severe control of costs, and close monitoring of expenditures against income. The accounts of the Maison will, at least for the current financial year follow more closely the CIUP format to facilitate benchmarking and cost-effectiveness.  The Board approved the statement of accounts.
In respect of the extension of the Maison de l’Inde on the land provided free of charge by the CIUP adjacent to the Maison, the Chairman agreed to form a committee with Mr Friedmann in the Chair to explore alternative strategies for realising the project while he would himself start negotiating with the Government of India for funding. The DG alerted that the land may not remain available for long.
The Director raised the issue of the 40th anniversary of the Maison. Althougn the maison started functioning in October 1967 the actual inauguration took place in June 1968. The Chairman and the Délégué Générale asked the Director to consult the legal officer of the CIUP to decide on the appropriate date. 
The Board also approved some minor modifications of the programme and budget for 2007, the revise rents and the slightly modified internal rules.
3. 2 The Conference of Directors.

There were three meetings of the Conference of Directors one in each month of April, May and June.

In the first meeting held on 3 April, 2007 the President Philippe Bigot wanted that the houses which do not have their halls following security norms should restrict their “festive nights” to two with authorisation from the “security”. The meeting continued with a presentation from s Picard, the former Deputy, author of the “About-Picard loi” restricting the activities of “Sects” on campus. She alerted the Directors to be vigilant for the security and well being of   the residents and gave instructions on how to identify them and what action to take. The Délégué générale mentioned about the meeting with the CIUP “partners” on 24 April. She then raised the issue of the “Fête de la Cite” and asked for programmes planned by different houses. The issue of the participation of residents in cultural activities was discussed to explore their revitalisation. The problem of “water meter” still exists. (See our earlier reports about our own problem with “Parisien des Eaux”) in other houses.
The second meeting held on 9 May discussed the issue of the new statutes of the CIUP and the need for the preparation of the statutes of the “non-attached” houses. Every house should have a legal status which can be achieved in different forms. Maison de l’Inde will have to choose one form eventually. The issue of the creation of the “fibre optic” network was discussed and the cost implications mentioned. Maison de l’Inde has not yet expressed its interest in the network. The costs and benefits need to be checked. The Délégué Générale was worried about the problem of communication among different entities within the CIUP which was revealed in the meeting of the “Attached Houses”. She offered her availability to resolve this problem to a possible extent.. Philip Bigot mentioned about the different surveys of residents undertaken by different directors. He wanted them to send the reports to Camille Michon, Director of the “Maison des Industries Agricoles et Alimentaires” for synthesis of the results and dissemination.. The problem of partnership with institutions of higher education was then discussed. It appeared that there was a very high demand from institutions for partnership with CIUP. This was of course a sign of demand and supply of rooms. The “Attached Houses” were having as much as 60 per cent of their rooms allocated on partnership basis leaving only 40 per cent for outside. This requires involvement of the Directors in the selection of residents which is not the case at this time.
It was suggested that residents be insured individually for their valuables. MAIF was offering promotional rates. 

 It was announced that the following houses will be closed in September: Avicene, Asie du Sud-Est, Morocco and one part of the Fondation Etats Unis (American House) for renovation.  
The last meeting held on 5 June discussed the organization of the “Entrée” for the new academic year and sharing of some students for the houses under renovation and the outcome of the “Fête de la Cité” which was accomplished smoothly..   
3.3 Relation between the CIUP and the Maison

The Office of Financial Services continued to verify the accounts of the Maison, prepare the statement of accounts and the balance sheet for the Governing Board and present them in the meeting of the Board. The Department of “Patrimoine” and “Security” are always available for helping the Maison.

3.4 Personnel movement

Under the ‘Earn while you learn scheme’ Rahul Sharma continues to work as the bilingual week-end and holiday receptionist while Adhiraj Mukherjee was replaced by Ramya Jayachandran.

 3.5 Courses, workshops and cultural activities
The following activities were undertaken during the last quarter under the direction of the Cultural Attaché, Mrs Priti Sanyal

(i) Courses
The course in Spoken Hindi resumed from usual on Thursdays from 6 to 8 PM.  Mrs Rachna Sharma continues to serve as the instructor. 
Jayabalan Swaranuta (Bindu) has resumed her dance classes in September on each Sunday from 3 to 5 PM.. 

Courses on Yoga have continued under the direction of Professor Laura Nicole, a graduate of « Ecole Française de Yoga (EFY) » and a member of the National Federation of Yoga teachers from 7.30 PM to 9 PM every Monday. A new course on Hatha Yoga has been started in October for each Tuesday from 7 PM to 9 PM by Professor Brigitte Martin of the Association “YAM”.  
(ii) Workshops/meetings:

The Association “Terre d’Eveil-Vipassana” of Vincennes organised three meditation sessions on 1, 28 and 29 April.

Association “Espace Harmonie” organised a two-day spiritual seminar on 12 and 13 May.

Mr Benhamou organised a seminar from 17 May on yoga and meditation under the direction of Professor Montek Chia
Sophie Testut organised a three-day ‘stage’  from 18 to 20 May on ‘meditation and respiration’ animated by Sondra Ray .

On 23 May the Director was bestowed by Mr Jacques Friedmann, former Minister, the “Grand Officier de la Legion d’Honneur” and Member of the Indo-French Forum, the medal of the “Chevalier de la Legion d’Honneur (Knighthood of the Legion of Honour)”  awarded by the President of France and announced in the official gazette on  6 April, 2007. The ceremony was inaugurated by His Excellency Ambassador Ranjan Mathai and attended by a large number of Indians and French people. Mr Friedmann gave as reasons for the recognition by the President of Mr Sanyal’s contribution (1) to the development of education in about seventy five countries of the world  including a significant number of French speaking countries as a senior official of UNESCO during a period of  more than three decades (2) to the French Universities as honorary visiting lecturer and examiner of doctoral thesis in the field of education and (3) to the promotion of Indo-French co-operation in academic and cultural affairs as the head of the Maison de l’Inde  

Maison de l’Inde joined hands with the “Groupe de Réflexion Franco-Indien” in the organization of the ‘Group’s demonstration of the evolution of the Indian musical forms on 27 May in presence of  Ambassador Ranjan Mathai and the  Member of the Indian Parliament Professor Basudeb Barman and Mrs Barman. The programme consisted of the evolution from classical to modern times in both Hindustani and Carnatic styles. An interesting text was released on the day.
Association “Shenpen France” organised a two-day conference by the distinguished Tibetan Lama Dzogchen Rinpoche on 1 and 2 June.
On 9 June the Association “Yoga, Ayurvedic Masasges (YAM)” organised a workshop on Yoga and Aurvedic medicine.

On 11 June, Professor Pierre Lessard of Canada organised a spiritual seminar
On 17 June the Indian Professional Association organised their annual day. The theme of this year’s day was Cross Border Education and Indian Students Abroad. The seminar was opened by Mr K V Bhagirath, the Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of India. The speakers were: Professor Alessia Lefebure from Sciences Po., Päris,  Dr Srni Kaveri fromCNRS, Pari, Professor Valerie Gauthier Associate Dean HEC, Paris, Dr Javed Mazher from Maison de l’Inde and Université Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris, Ms Raphaelle Sauve of Honey Technology Solutions, Bangalore/IIM, Bangalore, Mayank Jha from ESCP-EAP and formerly of the Maison de l’Inde contingent in the CIUP.  The seminar ended with a cocktail reception.

On 18 June Maïtreyi Amma delivered a lecture on Indian Philosophy organised by Shrima Diffusions
On 24 June Association A.P.R.E (an association practising Yoga) held their annual day at the Maison de l’Inde;

(iii) Cultural Activities

Association “Art de Vivre” organised a musical programme performed by the “Rashmi Gopi” Troupe on 25 April.  Karnataka Rajzotsava Awardee Rashmi demonstrated the following  ballet choreography incorporating different styles: “Rituchakra”, “Omkarini”, “Nupura Kaveri”  and “Shasrara”

Celia Ngo Van Mattauer organised a festival of ‘Wésak’ at the maison on 2 May. 

Fête de la Cité was celebrated on 3 June with the provision of Indian food by Rama Restaurant, from 12 noon accompanied by Indian music with Odissi dance by Tulika, Bollywood song and Kawali by Bittu and, Bollywood dance by Tulika and Raja. The programme concluded with “Bhangra” dance by the Group Shaan- Punjab- Di
On 8 June Maison de l’Inde and “Fondation Biermans Lapôtre (Belgian House) jointly organised an Indian week-end at the “Fondation Biermans Lapôtre” for the residents of the two houses (guests were welcome on invitation). The programme consisted of  a “Soirée Bollywood  with a fusion of Indian and Western music with DJ Kumarane on 8 June and the presentation of a video on India by Rahul Sharma, President of the Residents’ Committee of the Maison with breaks for the group “Indian Ocean” who performed Bharata Natyam and Bollywood dance. Indian snack was provided by the Rama Restaurant.

The Cité Culture of the CIUP organised for the first time jointly with the Maison d el’Inde a three day event on Indian music mixed with Western music. The programme started at the Maison Internationale on 8 June, with the artistic demonstration of the three cities: Kolkata, Mumbai and varanasi prepared by Lin Delpierre and demonstrated by Francois Cavro; This was followed by a musical tour from the Mediterranean region to India by Kevyan Chemirani with Iarnian percussion, Stelio Petrakis with “Lyra”,  Prabhu Edouard with Tabla and Santoor was played by Sandip Chatterjee.
 On Saturday 9 June the programme started at the Maison Internationale with North Indian Classical music by Dhruba Ghosh (Sarangi), Prabhu Edouard (Tabla) and Jean Christophe Bonnafous (Percussion). This was followed by a “Sarangi String System” on a symbiosis of the art of raga wuth Dhruba Ghosh on Srangi and the Musical “Ensemble” under the direction of Jean-Paul Dessy with DJ Olive. The programme was concluded with an Indian “Transe” meeting of DJ Olive (Electronic), Prabhu Edouard (Tabla), Kevyan Chemirani (Percussion) and Jessie Lukas (Video photos)

On Sunday 10 June, the programme started in the morning  at the Maison de l’Inde  with a narration of the “Birth of India “ through Kathakali dance by Nathalie Le Boucher followed by   Classical and Bollywood dance by Tulika and “Jaipur Maharaja Brass Band” while Indian food was provided by the Rama Restaurant.. In the afternoon the programme continued with a musical parade by Jaipur Maharaja Brass Brand from the Maison de l’Inde to the Maison Internationale where a show on “Holi Festival” was performed by Ashok Pathak (Sitar), Jacqui Detraz (Tabla), Beatrice Mahe (Kathak dance) and Thierry Nadalini (as Juggler of Colours). Art works of Sarnath Banerjee were on display during the three days at the Maison Internationale.    

(iv) Cine Club
The following 10 films were shown in the Salle Indira Gandhi on each Thursday by the Cine Club of the Maison during the last quarter:  Golmaal, Chotti Si Baat, Jaane Bhi Do Yaro, Eklavya, Bhoot, Maqbool, The Namesake, Provoked, Cheeni Kum, and Namaste London.
3.6 Other Activities :

As the Executive Coordinator of the Global University Network for Innovation the Director had to travel to the Technological University of Catalonia (UPC), Barcelona to attend meetings of the editorial committee responsible for preparing the Higher Education in the World Report- 2008 on 11 April, 22 May and  22 June.
The Director presented a paper on Globalisation, Technological Management and the Role of IITs in India in the Conference organised by IIT-EU Alumni Association on 10 May at the Ecole Centrale , Paris  in the working group on Technological Management.

On 5 June he was a panellist in the Round table on “Educational Planning  and UNESCO” organised by the Association of Former Staff Members of UNESCO (AFUS) at the UNESCO building and spoke on the evolution of planning at the International Institute for Educational Planning, Paris.
On 12 June during his visit to the United States he was invited to speak on “Challenges from the Diversified Providers of Higher Education –the News from UNESCO” at the Centre for Studies in Higher Education (CSHE) of the University of California, Berkeley.    
4. Conclusion

The Director wishes a bright and successful future for all the departing students and researchers after the end of their academic year. He would like to thank the members of the Governing Board, the officials of the Indian Embassy and the CIUP, his colleagues of the Conference of Directors, Priti Sanyal, the Cultural Attcaché, the personnel and all the friends of the Maison for their help in its management. He wishes for all the readers, their families and friends a pleasant and restful summer.  Look forward to meeting you all at the Embassy of India on 15th August.
Circulated by Dr Bikas C Sanyal
Director, Maison de l’Inde
7r Boulevard Jourdan, 75014 Paris 

Phone: 01 5380 7800, Fax : 01 5380 7925 
E-mail: india-house@magic.fr and sanyal24@wanadoo.fr
Website: www.maisondelinde.com
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